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10/529,573 

1-14. (CANCELED) 

15. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An access unit for c ov e ring location in an ~ 
opening in an upper floor, the access unit comprising: 

a support frame having a generally O-shaped configuration with an open 
central region, the support frame including U-shaped first and second members with an 
open end of each U-shaped c onfiguration member facing one another, each of the first ** 
and the second members comprises a base frame of fixed width defining one end of «- 
the open central region, and a pair of spaced apart side arms extending parallel to one 
another from opposite ends of the base frame; the pair of side arms of the first member 
being telescopically received within the pair of side amis of the second member to 
facilitate adjustment of a length of the open central region; and the open central region, 
defined by the base frame and the pair of spaced apart side arms of the first member 
and the base frame and the pair of spaced apart side arms of the second member, 
being completely unobstructed and open without anything being located between the 
base frames for the first and the second members so as to allow unhindered passage 
of a person through the open central region, and the telescopic adjustment of the pair 
of spaced apart side arms facilitates desired spacing of the base frame of the first 
member from the base frame of the second member over a range of distances; and 
each of the spaced apart side arms of the second member having a clamp for 
temporary securing of the side arms of the first member to the side arms of the second 
member at a pre-determined relationship and maintaining the desired spacing of the 
base frame of the first member from the base frame of the second member; 

the second member having a pair of spaced apart adjustable props which 
are pivotably attached adjacent the base frame of the second member for supporting 
the second member at a desired level; 

the base frame of the first member being adapted for position at a first 
location and the base frame of the first member has a flange for overlying a support 
surface at the first location to facilitate retaining the base frame of the first member at 
the first location; and 

the pair of spaced apart adjustable props facilitate positioning of the base 
frame of the second member at substantially a same level as the base frame of the first 
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member so as to position the support frame of the access unit within a stairwell In a 
substantially horizontal orientation. 

16. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The access unit according to claim 15, 
wherein a length of each adjustable prop is variable to facilitate maintaining the access 
unit in one of a horizontal orientation and at a desired angle relative to horizontal. 

17. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The access unit according to claim 15, 
further comprising a removable platform member for covering the open central region, 
when the platform member is in a first working position, and preventing passage of one 
of the person and an article located above the support unit from inadvertently passing 
through the open central region; and 

the platform member, when the platform member is in a second position 
removed from the open central region, allowing unimpeded passage of at least one of 
the person and the article through the open central region. 

18. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The access unit according to claim 17, 
wherein the platform member is at least in part of open construction to enable viewing 
through the open central region when the platform member is in the first working 
position. 

19. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The access unit according to claim 17, 
wherein a length of each of the pair of spaced apart side arms of the first member is 
greater than a length the base frame of the first member. 

20. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The access unit according to claim 15. 
wherein a space between the base frame of the first member and the base frame of the 
second member is completely unobstructed, a space between the opposed legs of the 
first member is completely unobstructed, and a space between the opposed legs of the 
second member is completely unobstructed. 

21. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An access unit for covering enclosino and ~ 
facilitating passage through an opening in an upper floor, the access unit comprising: «- 

a support frame having a goneral l y oval shaped configu r ation with a ~ 
completely unobstru c ted open cen tr al region, the support f r ame inc l ud i ng U - ahaped ~ 
comprising first and second member s with an open end of e ach of the first and the «- 
s e cond U - shapod memboro focing o ne another , each of the first and the second - 

-3- 



ToolT ivhxnhd oxasa «- OTid 4 (noma * siavq 



66tZ 9ZZ C09 YVd Of- ST Q00Z/ZZ/0T 



Ot-ffl(ss-UiUi) NOI1VMQ , 66W 933 W'm . 00E8EZ3:SINQ » SC/9-JbXJ3-01dSn:HAS ■ Nl WftjfcQ ujajseg] Wd 8SWC 6002/33101 IV QAOd , I US 39Vd 



10/529,573 

members comprises a base frame of fixed length defining on e end of t he open ce n tral *- 
region, and a pair of spac e d apart side arms each of which are coupled to and «- 
extend ing parall el to on e anothe r from opposite ends of the base framerf;1 1. the side «- 
arms of the first and the second me mbers respectively extend parallel to each other and ~ 
normal to the associated base frame such that the first and the second members are — 
substantially U-shaped and aligned with open ends o f the first and the second members ~ 
facing one another, the pair of side arms of the first member being telescopically - 
received within the pair of side arms of the second member to facilitate adjustment of 
a length of [[the]] an open central region[[;]L and the open central region, defined by the ~ 
base frame and the pair of spaced apart side arms of the first member and the base 
frame and the pair of spaced apart side arms of the second member, being completely 
unobstructed and open without anything being located between the opposed [[legs]] «- 
side arms of the first and the second members and without anything being located 
between the base frames [[for]] of the first and the second members se-as to allow «- 
unhindered passage of a person through the open central region; 

the telescopic adjustment of the pairs of spaced apart side arms of the 
first and the second memhsrs facilitates desired spacing of the base frame of the first ~ 
member from the base frame of the second member^ and at least one of the spaced 
apart Side arms of the first and the s econd members having a clamp for temporal y «-* 
temporarily securing [[of]] the side arms of the first member and the side arms of the - 
second member to one another at a pre-determined relationship and maintaining the 
desired spacing of the base frame of the first member from the base frame of the 
second member; 

the base frame of the first member has a flange for over l vin u engaging *- 
the upper floor defining the opening therein to facilitate retaining the base frame and «- 
the side arms of the first member within the opening [[at a]] in the upper floor and «- 
substantially level \\cX\ ] with the upper floor; «- 

the second member having a pair of spaced apart adjustable props which 
are pivotabfy attached adjaeert to the side ar ms of the second member at a location ~ 
atang the side arms that is spaced from the base frame of the second member for «- 
supporting the second member at the level of the upper floor 
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the pair of spaced apart adjustable props facilitate pos i tioning of *- 
supporting the base frame of the second member within a stairwell in a substantially «- 
horizontal orientation relative to the upper floor; 

a brace conn e cts eaeh is pjygtabjy firari to a respective one of the side *- 
arms of the second member and releasa hly securable to a respective one of the «- 
adjustable prop s with on e of th e si de arms of th e s e cond m e mb e r ; and — 

a removable platform member for overlying the upper floor and covering 
both the opening in the upper floor and the open central region, when the platform «- 
member Is in a first working position, and preventing passage of at least one of a «- 
person and an article located above the support uni t f ro m inadve rt ently pass i ng through «- 
the open central region; and the platform member, when th e p l atf o rm m e mber in a «- 
second position is in a sec o nd position remov e d displaced f rom the open central region, *- 
allowing unimpe d ed unhindered passage of at least one of the person and the article - 
through the open central region. 

22. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A constructional unit comprising: 

a support frame which is O-shaped in plan bounding an open central 
region, the support frame including first and second members which are each U-shaped 
in plan, each of the first and the second members being in the form of a base frame of «- 
fixed width from which extend two side arms and an open end of each of the first and *■> 
the second U-shaped members facing one another; 

the first and the second members each having their side arms are 
telescopically engaged to define sides to the_open central region of the O-shaped 
support frame; 

the telescopic engagement providing for the spacing of the first base 
frame from the second base frame to be adjustable over a range of distances and for 
the temporary securing of the first member to the second member at a predetermined 
spacing; 

the base frame of the first member being provided with non extensible 
means whereby the base frame is located at a first level at a first working location; the 
second member being adapted for location at a second working location off-set from 
the first working location, by means of at least one extensible leg, the, or each, 
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extensible leg being pivotally attached at or near one end of the leg to the base frame 
of the second member or to a side arm thereof; 

the opposite end to the one end of the, or each, extensible leg being 
adapted for location vertically below the first level. 

23. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The constructional unit according to claim 22, 
wherein the, or each, extensible leg is provided with a prep strut with first and second - 
ends, the first end of the prop slryl being attachable to the extensible leg telescopic, the «- 
second end of the prep strut being attachable to the second member, the prop in use ~ 
providing for a fixed angular alignment of the leg relative to the second member. 

24. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The constructional unit according to claim 
22, wherein a platform member is provided to which, in a first working configuration, 
serves to cover the open central region of the support frame so as to prevent the 
inadvertent passage of an article or person through the open central region and a 
second working configuration wherein the platform member is withdrawn to allow 
access through the open central region. 

25. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The constructional unit according to claim 
24, wherein the platform member is. at least in part, of openwork construction to enable 
a view to be obtained through the open central region, when the platform member is in 
the first working configuration. 
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